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l . Introduct i  on

When )r  is tor : ians,  equipper i  wi th more insightT because

of more i r indsight than we havc, wr i te up the history of  the phenomena

descr ibed in th ls paperr  they might we]I  decide that i t  a l l  s tar ted

wlth thet 'h ippie movement[  of  the late ]960s ln North America in West-

ern.Europe. And the important point  about the hippies was that they

in a sef ise were cr iminals in reverse: cr imina],s have the same goals

as those adher ing to the dominant way of  L i fe of  the eoclety (eg to

.get 
r tch q: ickIy,  to have power) but they use qreans on""cepdable to

the rest  of  society. .  The hippies,  howe'rer,  re jected the very goals

of  soci .ety:  money, i )ower,  career,  partJ-c lpat ion in the ngreat societyrr :

they preferred l1fe in smal ler  groups, communes, centered on comri i l -

ality and rich inter-human and inner experienc€er They vrere search-

ing' for  deep non-mater ia l -  grert i f icat ion and saw mater ia l  consumption

not onl.y as lmelevant but as a hindrance. At the sane tlme they

rr /ere act ing out a conbinat ion of  protest  and despalr ;  protest ing the

pbl ic ies of  their  government domest ical ly,  re lat ive to the Thlrd wor1d,

relat lve to nature,  despabing at  the inadequacy of  pol1t1ca1 lnst i tu-

t ions to correct  the course or even to art iculate the lssues.

v/ay the problemat ique is formulated above contains

the nucteus of  the perspect ive underty ing th is J*** i l .  Arr ;  social

fornat lon a fani ly,  a v i l lage, a pr i rn i t \ve/  t radl t lonal /modern socie-

ty - produces goods and serv-ices of a very complex varlety of- lcl,adc

for consumptlon among l ts members.  o inc get access to more, some to

I  ess of  these 1;oods and sr:rvt .ces.  'n l iere is usualLy a structure behind

this:  thoee who get Inore can be id ent i  f i  ed as a socj-al  c lass,  and so

can those who get less;  one back6'r :ound factor being how close one is

to those who control  the means ol  product j .on of  the goods and servlces.

The resul- t  is  c l"ass stru1lgle,  ior :  a more equi table,  even eeual  acceas

to the goods and servtces -  whether t l r rougb better dlstr ibut lon,  new

patternsof control  of  l r teans oJ I , r 'odui : t ion,  or  other methods. No doubt

this etruggle is '<t  ur i r jc i r . -  r i r i  v  in, , ,  t 'or . r . ' ( :  in i .1 istory.
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.  When we ment ion th is obvious polnt  i t  is  in order

I t  1s not ong the (of ten blatant ly unjust)  0 ist iLtut lo i -Ef fooOs

andservicesinsocJ.etythat j .squest ioned,astheprof i1eo.f>c

Crhrutr,ntrrtol of goods and services. The claim is that much too much

ls GOn'JUr,r t4of  one kind, ancl  much too I l t t le of  another k ind. ,

thereby maklng the soclety ma]developed, lopsi-ded, unbalanced.

and here the slmplest, but also qulte ggg-et{y4in comprehendlng

these phenomen", @@G-*-;-;;; followlng: the theele 1e

that our 'h igh j -ncome countr ies are overemphasiz ing nater la l  goods

and servlcesr and. underemphasiz ing the non;mater ia l  oneg. Even the

Ianguige used here ref lects th ls:  food, housing, c lothes, school ing

and medlcal-  carer means of  t ransportat ion and communicat lon,  le isure

t l5ne gadgets are c lear ly ident i f iabLe as r tgoods and servicesn; c16se-

ness to sel f  ( inner l i fe) ,  to others (conviv ia l i ty) ,  to nature (part-

nership) '  to some social  group (society,  community)  and feel ings of

f reedom, of  having opt ions,  consci .ously made choices are not ident i -

f ied as such, but seen ' rs t fvaluesn, and as t rpr ivatetr .  
{ - tn " t  

th ls lndi-

cates ls,  of  course, that  the l -eading paradlgm for f i i  governance of

most societ les in the worLd todayr.econornics" is i tset f  a part  of  the

problen by gfv jxg so rnuch at tent lon to mater la l  and. so l l t t le to

the non-mater la l  aspects of  the tgtal  social-  product ion of  good.s and

servlces.  To this economists might object  that  the Dorr-odter ia]-  r r in-

tangj .b lesi l  referrec to above belong to the rr lnformaL sectorn.  And the

conclusj"on might then be, in one sentence: the al ter :nat ive wavs of

l i fe movement is above al l  ar l  ef for t  to preserve, protect  anci  exnant l

bet ter '  tc.r  unde::stand thc al- ternat ive waysr. ,of  ] i fe phenonena. They

have their clas;s characte"rf t&rr*r,g"ql. t ,  other aspect of society,
A L nnn srtt-i- 'rt i  . ' ,r. nf I

the i  forrnal  sector,  the sector of  c i i rect  interact ion,  non-monetLzed,,

non-codi f ied where , t  roduct io,n ( in the broad sense) i "  for  consumptlon
0h5 1"c.rac.g, nrAg

by the producers antf .*,e+ifor -market exchange.

I t  s l iorr lc i  r iow be emphal;  izeJ that the c la im

therre 1s over-produc t  i  orr  e l"  rperter j ,a l  goods a:rd serv{ces

1s not that

in hlgh



lncome countr ies tociay- wi th a better.  d i .str ibut ion o1'  the products
the soeiety nr ight  a l rcad' , ' ,bec-ome gprL.bolonce.{  The cra- lm is that  ther.e
: ̂  ("14 p.qXJ& ovLU',7G^,^k4 v44
rs over-qolsumpt ion.of  some goods ard-," , , r , r i lee in sone parts of  society,-A
and for sole of  them even in alnost alL parts 9f
out ln theW"-u

it is 
ff.]ff:-jl;iotrs 

where the A1^/r movement would egergg: not among
those m;t:ldtr ;-ot ,-bt erl -

thave-too 11ttte, but among those ,rroullSEfff i luch. rt wouldA
tend to be a phenomenon of  the higher '  strata of  soclety,  and of  eourse
part icurar ly pronounced among the,educated (because they are more coD-
scious'  and have nore knowLedge and in ' tdt lectual  resources 1n general  ln
devis lng al- t t rnat lves),  and'  part lcular ly among the youn& (because they
are more free to chan;,e ways of  1 i fe,  less set t ]ed bbcauee of  j  ob/ca_
reer,  famtly and house).  Tlus,  i t  has 1ts c lass.character,  and. may even- 

4pf(rs^t
b e in.conf l lc t  wl th movements to lmprove the condl t ions of  lower c l_as_A

ses' .  But th ls does not detr ' : ' 'c t  f rom i- ts s ignl f icance aa an lndlcator
of  a deeply rooted problem in contempor; ] ry r ich soclety,  and as a polnt-
er to aLternat ive; .
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COI' ICLUSION : Sone l lcr tcs on thc'  Pol i t ics of Al terr l r t ive Ways of Li fe

As it has been presented. here, the A!trL moveinents have been seen

as a Teaction to tltc doninar:t wtry of 1il-e j-n affluent, ri-ch, ind-ustrialized.

countr ies. More part icu. lair lyrA\r lL l tas been seen as a react ion to an jrrst i tut io-

nalized. pattern of naldeve.Loputent in consumption, a, combinatj-on of roaterial

overconsumption wi Lh rion*na'1,eria.1 und.erconsumption. As a critique of society

i t  d. i f fers from thu'  olassica.- l  social is i  cr i t ique of mald- istr ibut ion anC could

be seen as complementan'y r:ather tiian contrad-ictory to that critique.'

'Ihe obvious corrective in most of Alternative Ways of Life movements

has been a lifeltylc wj-ih a nrore nod,est, more r:estrained. pattern of rn:.terial

consumption a:rd efl'qlts tc obtain a m:ch richer pattern of conviviality and

irrner life. 3ut in add-ition tr-., tirat two other aspects have been mentioned. :

a deeply fel t  ecol-ogical  ccncern, and an equal ly d.eeply fel t  concern for the

Third. wonld.
A lower level of naterial consumption is iritrinsically related. to

ra higher level of ecological awarenessrand. as such urrprobleuu,tic. fhis, of

courser d.oes not innly that an active Affi movenent in a society will lead to

a softer approach to natr.re in general in that society. It coul-d. also lead to

encapsulation : the adherents of the d.orainant way of life cou1d. l-eave the Al,lL

people to their eco-farur-j-ng a:-rd. their partnership with nature, and. calculate

horr uuch extra that would. mean for the rest of the society in terms of xesour-

ces that can be extracted. fron rrature. ltre pattern of'tghettoficationil of alr

AWI movement so as tc qua.rantine the'phenomenon, setting it asid.e, would" be

an obvious political device. The AWI people on their sid.e raight be surpriserl

to find how well they are treatecl, how willing the Government would. be tc set

asid.e some remote territory for their experiments, and out of political rraivet6

not fu1ly real ize the impl icat ions.

As to t l re incond pointr the relat ion to t l ie Third world. ,  the pol i t ics

of AWL is more conmlicated. Soue of the material- overconsurnption in First world

coultries can be traced. to;L resource base in the Third. world - this nigltt, for

instancer be particularly trr-le for meat. The harmJ'u1 consequences of overcon-

sunption in the First worl-d. nay be related. to even more haruful consequences of

underconsu-ntption in the Ttrild worlcl. AWL reasoning mj-gh1; be that a partia.l or

even comp]ete closing of the inrpolt market irr tr' irst worlcl countrie-s for euch
good.s vould se-I-ve as a boycott,, and. would ]iave the effect of liberating resoprce

in the Third worlcL export ing coultr . ' ies (rrot orr iy soi l ,  but al-so capital  ,  labour

4qlFaFfcllhnw:
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and other resoulccs) for interrurl" consumption.

Tlds type cl '  rcasoning is pol i t ical ,  but dubious. fhere is l i t t le

convinc-ing evitlence in recent history to thq e-ffect that external pressure

leads to j-nternal changes. 'Ihc taiget country in the 
Pd"d 

world. would. be

more l-ikely to try to find. an other export marketr and if not in the First

worId., possibly in the Second. or f' ieird. world.s. fhe message is aleo likely

to be misund.erstood or:  at  least to be,t ig interpreted, and nisrepresented.

What raight also happen woufd. be that the Tkrird. world" couatry would. continue the

same interna] mode of prod.uctionrand. simply be left with neither a-ny internal

change for the possible benefit of the people J-n general, nor with an e:cport '
market.- but sinply with non-exportable over?roductioir. In no senae ig ttds

an argument against an internal cha^nge i.n that country so that und.erconsur4rtion

even d-own to the point of abject niseqr arrd starvation can be elirainated. -

it ' is on).y d.ubious tlurt tiris particular nethod. vil-L bring about that change.

As a natter of fact, the id.ea that a red.uced. leve1 of naterial con-
orrm*inn ir rti.1-cf r,rorld" coultries should lead. to internal change in Tleird

' worl-d countries is p:'obably a latter-day-version of the oId. thj-nking in Fi -'st
world. countries to the effect that anything good. in the fhird. world. necessarily

must have a cause in the First world. A polj-tical1y rnuch more likely chain 
l

of events would reverse this causal linkage and. look at it fron the opposite

angle : is it not l-ikel-y that fhird world. countries increasingly vill prod.uce

for thenselves and. for other Third. vorl-d. countries, and for that reason uu.lce

less raw nateriafs and senni-processed. good.s (such as meat prod.ucte) rather tLran

more of it available to Irirst world countries ? And. cloes that not rnean, essen-
+. i  ^  

- t  1 . -  +t-^ +qrqral 7 vtwv v lcditced fevel of ruaterial consumption may not come about

** l  *^ 
- i  

1 . .  ; -  ^ylr'-rlrJ a'> &Il outcome of dissatisfaction with the internal state of affa-irs
jx }Ligh consumption comtries, but rather as a d.eed. of necessity, caused. by

external events in a changing wor1d. economy ? The andwer to this, of course,

is seen much more r;l-earfy ii instead",-rf neat we tafk in terms of oi1 : vtrat

happened. was certiirtri;r not th.rt the First vorLd etarted consi:ming lese oil and 
:

thereby started. br:in'1i-tig about changes in the Third worfd - it was Third. world

oi1 exporting countries that intervened. actively in the oil market, arrd there-

by started., howevcl slowly, causj-ng some changes in the consumption pattern jrr

t teyFirst  worl-d.  coulntr : ies. Most cf  these ch:rnges are st i l l  to come, but i f

the resuli in ariy kind of Altenntive Ways of Life it is certai-nly as a con-

sequence of vhat }rappe.ns outsid.e the tr'irst worl"d. countries rather than as

sonething caused by lnterrull changes in the First world itself.

However,  thir ;  nny be AWL j .s now already a part  of  the pol i t ical  l i fe of

high rncomc cL) i rnt l ig;r ; tnere wi l l  be str i r t r :g ics in deaLing with thern ond the mo-

vement wi-Ll-  t le ' rc lop r . ts counter-str : i i . tegies.Lut the direct ion of this dia]ect ic

wi l - l  prc,bably , i i - : I r t - : rr i l  i l rorc on j-nter ' rr i r t iotral  t f r i t r r  rul t ic,rurf  factols.


